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PRINCIPAL'S DESK

nan Jain, aged 30) at an Ahmedabad

, perhaps the first documented case of
oup in the country. According to
athologists there are barely 40 to 50 people in
e world with this blood group. It has taken 121
ye.ars for us since the ABO blood types were
discovered by Karl Landsteiner in 1901; who
ﬁceived the Nobel Prize in Physiology or
edicine in 1930 for this discovery. This
discovery only reiterates that there is a lot wait-
ing to unfold as time flies by. Life brings
surprises and challenges, joys and pains, surety
and uncertainties, celebrations and worries,
friends and foes and along with it Exams and
results. Everything in life has a time. A time to
rejoice, a time to relax, a time to observe, a time

to respond, a time to learn and a time to examine.

We are aware that based on marks obtained
from exams alone one cannot determine the
intellectual capacity of any individual. Hence,
there have been sustained efforts to reform
examination and the National Education Policy
(NEP 2020) in particular has proposed new
models for admissions in university education.
While such models will have to stand the test of
time and the changing nature of education today,
it is important that we become aware of what lies
ahead after school education ends at Class 12.

The NEP 2020 attempts to achieve quality
alongside access and affordability especially in a
system of socio-economic disparity. One of the
ways to judge quality education is to see the
employability of the graduates which is very low
in India as of today. Currently there are three
types of admissions into the Indian universities.
The first type, like that of Delhi University,
admits students solely based on marks secured in
class 12 board exams. The second way, adopted
by some Universities like the JNU is to conduct

. individual entrance tests in multiple centers. The
d way, as in some Universities, there has been
niversitiecs Common Entrance Test
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The University Grants Commission
(UGC) has now announced Common
University Entrance Test (CUET). It will
be a computer-based test with
multiple-choice questions from the class
12 NCERT syllabus. No weightage has
been assigned to board scores.
Admissions in UG programmes in central
universities and affiliated colleges will
be mandatorily based on CUET score.
CUET score can also be used by state,
deemed-to-be and private Universities.
CUET will be conducted in 12 different
languages including Gujarati.

The current batch of Class 12 students
faced extraordinary difficulties. Their
most crucial years of study have gone in
struggling with online education. It
seems that the ground realities have been
ignored when the decision to start
admissions to UG courses based on
CUET scores from this year has been
taken. It appears that the state boards
may feel ignored and marginalized and in
the long run might become irrelevant if
the scores obtained at the end of 12 long
years will make no difference to the
higher studies. Though the scores do not
decide intelligence per say, if it will not
have any say in the admissions for higher
studies, then one should introspect the
relevance and the existence state boards
across the country. After all this time
tested system can’t be entirely useless,
having produced some of the best minds
of our country.

We wish the very best to all the
outgoing students of our school. May you
adopt to the changes around you while
you always demand what is your right.
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TEACHERS' CORNER
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Ms. Sunanda D'melo
Primary Teacher
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WOMEN'’S DAY

A woman is a magnificent, admirable creation
of God. Though she is physically weak , she is
blessed with immense strength to endure no
matter what may come her way. She holds the
power to create, she has the power to tolerate.
Time and again women have proved across
various platforms, have shown the strength
and valour to change the society by setting
selfexamples.She depicts distinct shades of
quality like Mother Teresa a symbol of selfless
love and humanity, Rani Lakshmi Bai a symbol
of rebellion and bravery, Indira Gandhi a figure
of leadership, AishwaryaRai a symbol of
glamour and motherhood.

In today's world, women are a great driving
force in all walks of life, so to respect and
show appreciation towards women,
‘InternationalWomen’s Day ‘ is celebrated on
8th March across the world every year. It gives
a chance to everyone to praise women who
toils and works hard to maintain a balance
between family life and personal goals. It also
helps us to express that women deserve an
equal freedom and opportunity in the world of
men.

We the teachers of Xavier’s derive inspiration
from exemplary women. To commemorate this
day, we held a programme and celebrated
Women'’s Day.

Paphnutius D’Souza
Primary Teacher
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY
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Happy women's day F

Mr. Dinesh
Primary Teacher
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"A Trip to Nostalgia & learnings for life...Thank you St. Xavier's"

Few days back if | can recall, | had a call with one of
my friends after so many months, and after sharing
whereabouts of our regular schedule we popped
onto the school days which we miss so much. Those
days are still treasured in the box of miracles. | did
refresh my brain while thinking about the nostalgic
moments which every student encounters. Be it
having the preparations for Annual Day Functions,
Sports Day, Canteen Day, Science Fair, etc. all of
which reminds me of how grateful we were to have
such a school life where along with celebrations
each student goes through a learning process that
enriches them with the requisite life lessons that
help them to stay safe and strong through the
twisted journey of life. Following the virtue of
honesty, staying positive amidst the difficult times,
crossing limits to achieve goals, and learning to
respect everything are some of the vital life lessons
that we strive to get engraved in the tender minds at
our school and St. Xavier's definitely exceeds the
parents’ expectation at this.

Hello everyone, I'm Khush Shah, Chartered
Accountant by qualification and technology
enthusiast by passion. First of all, | would extend my
gratitude to all the Teachers at Xavier’s for educating
the students in such a way that every uphill battle of
life gets dealt with great determination & resulting
perseverance definitely outshines us being Xavierite
from others. This is possible not only due to efforts
of Teachers imparting Education but collective and
consistent efforts of the whole support staff. At St.
Xavier's every teacher knows the impact and
importance of Education. It isn’t just about learning
Science and solving Arithmetic; but a formal
education approach is followed which entails to gain
knowledge and its application along with the skills
needed to become a better person and create a
better society to live in.

It is well said that ‘the future development of a
nation truly lies in the hands of good teachers’.
Students here are guided to pick the best career that
suits their talent, skill and give them the best
platform to expose themselves without any
inhibition. To pursue Chartered Accountancy was a
result of this approach.

Being one of the India’s toughest exams it gives

me immense pleasure to share with you all that |
have passed all the levels of CA course in the
first attempt itself and that too during the tough
times of Covid. This is possible only due to
discipline, dedication, structured hard work and
time management. These are the qualities which
are outlined not only in the motto of Xavier’s, but
every Xavierite is taught during the early years
so that they become a prolonged habit;
consequences of which are seen when they
achieve their life goals efficiently. Having said
that | cannot forget to express gratitude towards
parents for believing me and backing with all the
support needed. Many a times while filing
Income Tax Returns some of my clients always
tell me adjust their Income and expenses in such
a way that results in paying no tax. But here
comes to my rescue, the very ethics taught by
our beloved teachers which does not allow me to
indulge in such activities that have short term
benefits and long-term tough repercussions. |
politely tell those clients that doing everything
possible under the four corners will reap benefits
in future but evading tax at the outset of violating
the Law is not the right thing.

Lastly, | cannot forget to be thankful to the entire
committee dedicated for VOX under the immense
leadership of Fr S Arul Rayan for giving an
opportunity to share my views to the striplings of
Xavier’s. A message to each Xavierite from my
experiences is that opportunities present
themselves on a regular basis throughout our
lives. How we choose to respond to those
opportunities can make all the difference. And
being an Alumni, | expect you all to carry the
treasures of patrimony in terms of values such
as respect, empathy and affection towards the

society.

&

CA Khush Shah
(Consultant at Infosys Ltd.)

March 2022
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Institute fur Plasma Research

CATFAT HAHUTH HEU
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LIFE AS A XAVIERRITE : A RECOLLECTION

Hello, fellow Xaverites!

I am elated to be sharing my experience in Xavier’s in
this newsletter which | used to read some years ago! |
am Hardik Mistry and | am a scientist at Institute for
Plasma Research; but some years ago | was just like
you all - a naive, but a curious kid who was
spellbound by science! | completed my 12th grade in
2010, and later on moved to pursue B.Tech. in
Mechanical Engineering from Nirma University. After
my graduation, | was fortunate enough to get offers
from prestigious institutions such as IPR, BARC and
ISRO, but | finally joined IPR as a Scientific Officer.
However, the roots of my scientific acumen were
established on the very same benches that you all sit
on.

Now that | look back, | realize how conducive the
atmosphere at Xavier's was to my overall
development. | was in the top 10 rankers in my boards
in Gandhinagar district. As a science nerd, | had a lot
of questions about everything, and | was lucky
enough to find the right teachers who were prompt at
resolving my doubts. | am grateful that my doubts
were never overlooked or frowned upon, and that my
inquisitiveness was never questioned, but
encouraged. | was also inclined towards sports, and
loved playing basketball, football and cricket.
Needless to say, these vast grounds that Xavier’s
has, gave me an opportunity to cultivate and hone my
skills in sports. When | hear how multiple schools
have no playground, or very small play areas, | feel
proud to have been a part of such a school!

I vividly remember how our school held various
competitions, science fairs and fun fairs. | have
thoroughly enjoyed participating in such
competitions and activities and | still do to this day.

| had participated in a science fair where our team
worked on separating hydrogen and oxygen from
water for which we won the first prize for that one!
| truly believe that such science fairs are the best
way to understand the inner workings of whatever
we read. And such activities at our school
motivated me to participate in such activities
during my time at Nirma too.

Another special part of my school memories is the
canteen - as it would be for many others too. It was
so tasty that | still miss eating all of the food. |
loved eating the hotdog and cheese puff at the
canteen. | hope you all are enjoying the same taste
too!

| would like to end this by expressing my gratitude
towards all my teachers, our Principal at the time -
Fr. Hector, and to all the non-teaching staff of
Xavier's for making my time at Xavier's so
memorable. | wish each and every one of you
students the very best in your journey forward. |
hope that many of you find your passion in
science and may we make our school and country
proud!

Hardik Mistry

Scientific Officer,

Institute for Plasma Research

An Aided Institute of Dept. of Atomic Energy,
Government of India

Bhat, Gandhinagar

March 2022
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Holi Celebration

Holi is a popular ancient Hindu festival,
also known as the "Festival of Love", the
"Festival of Colours” and the "Festival of
Spring”. There is a great story behind this
festival Holika Dahan also Kamudu pyre is
celebrated by burning Holika, an asuri
(demoness). For many traditions in
Hinduism, Holi celebrates the victory of
good over evil. According to the tradition,
people contribute a piece of wood or two
for the Holika bonfire, and this represents
Holika being consumed by the fire in which
she tried to Kkill her nephew Prahlad , a
devotee of God Vishnu and thus Holi gets
its name. At the night of Holi people gather
around a Holika Dahan. People worship
holika by throwing popcorn, dates and
coconut. People walk around and pray god
to bring good and humble behaviour. This
festival also tells the important of colour in
our life and is only festival in which people
throw colour on each other and play with
water. In our life colour play an important
role. Imagine everything in the world as
white and black! How dull this world would
look! So it is better to have colourful world
then black and white world.

Shrey Kharbikar
8-A
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Holi Celebration
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HI PEN

Oh my pen, you're the only way,
You're are my closest, | announce today,
| hear by you, | see through you,
You always speak false, but always true.
You can express the unexpressed,
And you're the most precious thing I've ever
possessed!
You put my feelings into words,
’Cause you know my feels and firms,
You're mightier than any other sword,

For me, you are the sky and | am the bird.

Oh dear pen! It's none other than you,
You're the one irreplaceable as you display each and
every hue!

In a pen's ink, there's a flow of fire,

And when we dive deep in it, it takes us higher!
When | was too young,

You were the rhythm to every song | sung.
You were patient with my silly childish dreams,
Like dreaming of being in a land of ice-creams.
You were patient with my weird stupid questions,
Like why the sun rises only from the east and not
other directions?

And when | turned to teen,

Still I'm holding on you as I'm so keen,
‘Cause you're the truest friend I've ever seen!
As | dream to be a poet,
| want to thank you at this moment,

For you and my teacher are the only ones who let
me notice my talent!

Panchal Jahanvi
Dhairya Trivedi

9-A 9 ‘

BACK TO SCHOOL

The class rooms filled with chatters and giggles
Finding new ways to annoy teachers
Completing the books after long
school break for internals
Enjoying ourselves at school intervals
For getting two marks less toppers still crying
While us trying hard to pass while dying
Taking money from friends to buy food & not
returning it
Jumping on the canteen platform while everyone
throws a fit
The Is an dancing around the canteen
While trying to handle all of us crazy teens
To hear again the voice of students
Echoing through the corridors
Going to PT grounds & so much more....

As feeling of nostalgia hits & the answers we
didn’t learn don’t click
It’s good to finally be back
& watching the brain of fellow students crack

Sengupta Jayani
Karan Parekh
9-B
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Dodiya Aditi
11-D
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Woman's Day

- W e
8thMarch , a day which is dedicated to all women
irrespective of their colour, profession , height all
across the world This day is celebrated for
increasing social awareness and to eradicate evil
practices like gender discrimination , murdering girl
child, child marriage etc.

From the very beginning women were treated unfairly
and various types of atrocities were conducted on
them.

Surprisingly even today in the 21st century we
celebrate a day like women’s day to eradicate social
evilness. Are people that dumb to not to understand
a simple concept of gender equality? Every year on
8thmarch , it is our failure that after all these years
we still support gender inequality. It is a crime to
discriminate between a man and a woman.

Many people say that women should be treated
specially because she is delicated. But | do not want
to be treated specially, | just want to be treated like a
normal human being.

| want to be able to make my own choices and my
freedom. And | want to tell all the women outside that
“No one can give you freedom if you will not give it
to yourself.” No one has the right to give you
permission for anything because it has always been
your choice whether to do it or not. So fight for your
freedom because if you do not then no one else will
do it for you. So people let’s create an environment
where man & woman can live equally so that next
year the need to celebrate women’s day will be over.

Aanshi Gandhi
11-A
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Student's Life

Students always carry their bag
Wherever they go, its the thing they drag
Its not just pencil case
It's their own space
They prefer a bag that doesn't hurt their back
With million things inside....it's like grain snak
A maths textbooks & some notes
Or the circulars that turn into paper boat
Lunchboxes inside, with food steamy & hot
Some standing out with shiney eyes for punishment
While some sitting down to complete assignment
Chocolates in every bag slot
In a restaurant of a class, the bag is dinning table
The teacher still teaches while our friend tells fable
The best time in school is when we take a nap
Our bench becomes a bed within a snap
Front benchers noting important questions
While back benchers discusses their suggestions
Students asking for marks to pass
While ranker crying for 2 marks in class
The school bag is our carrier
For dumping stupid items theirs no barrier
It has Rubik's cube or a friend's book
It safeguard each & everything we took
It's our treasure chest worth more than a jewel
Bcoz it has memories of our school which is deep
than well .

Aarushi Mevada
11-A
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VOX : A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
WATER

| am wasted,
| am wasted,
That’s what | keep shouting !
But people don’t mind me crying.

All lives are upon me,
Marine life is depended on me,
I make up 71% of the world,
But | swear,

This is unfair.
| am wasted, | am wasted !

785 million people died,
| tried,
But | couldn’t reach out to them.
884 million people,
have contaminated version of me.
| am wasted, | am wasted!

I can’t help them,
Humans have spoiled me,
So now,

Let’s make a pledge,
Use me judicially,
| am a precious resource
I don’t want to be wasted,
I don’t want to be wasted!

Ashley Joy
7-A
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WATER

Water , water , everywhere,

To wash my hands and wash my hair
It's nice to drink it by the pool,
Slurp it , sip it nice and cool.

It comes from clouds don’t you know
It falls as rain and also snow.
Hail , dew and frost too ,

Are other forms of water too
We are lucky here at school
To have clean water to keep us cool
We drink water every day
In the pool we like to play
Water is a boon
Water is life
Without water
Nothing will survive
Weneed water and
Earth needs it too
If you waste it
You will make a mistake
We must save it for everyone's sake

Aanshika Bhatt

WORLD WATER DAY

World was created as a beautiful place to live in. We
humans have made use of all resources more than it
must and have ruined the whole phenomena of Eco
System. Water the most important element that forms
the fuel of the Earth is a resource that is reducing day
by day we all know that "Every Drop Counts" but
following this statement has become tough nowadays.
To focus on the importance of fresh water and ensure
the Sustainable Management of fresh water resources,
United Nations Conference of Environmental
Development, proposed 22nd March as 'World Water
Day' in the year 1993. Water has very much
importance in our lives. We can say that "Water is
Life". world Water Day is 'Ground water-Make the
Invisible Visible'. Out of sight, under our feet, ground
water is a hidden treasure that enriches our lives.
Almost all of the liquid fresh water in the world is
ground water. As climate change gets worse ground
water will become more and more critical. We need to
do something together to Sustainably manage this
precious resource . "Ground water may be out of
sight, but it must not be out of mind".The purpose to
celebrate this world water day is to remind that we
should follow the guidelines to save water for us and
for future generations. In the end | qoute, "We need a

7-A lot of blue, for our Earth to remain green"
Jani Stuti (S
8-B
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION
Racial discrimination means discrimination March 21st is recognized as the international day for

among people on the basis of their skin color or
their origin. Racism is one of the worst evils that
the world is facing even today. For example, an
American and an African. an American is treated
differently compared to an African. An African is
treatedlike a slave. Earlier dark colored skin
people were made to do hard work, not given
many facilities, their daily wages or salaries were
less compared to the fair skinned people.

This evil practice was legally banned after
incessant interventions by Abraham Lincoln,
Malcom X and Martin Luther king jr.

the elimination of racial discrimination.
Human dignity is the foundation stone for the Human
Rights. Governments across the globe have
recognized the importance of the rightto equality.
American activist Rosa Park stood up against the
racial discrimination

March 21st is celebrated to remind us that we should
stand up against the racism prejudice.

Upadhyay Kavya
8-B
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VACCINATION CAMP ACHIVEMENT OF OUR TINY TOT
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Ms. Rita Minj, “A will on the wheel chair” u.a,s.q)

My journey as a teacher started long back in the
year 1996, | was surrounded by my young kids who
would see me as their role model. | could see each
one looking at me and learning through me how to
be a better person. This itself was enough for me to
feel blessed as a teacher. | felt the Lord has chosen
me for a greater purpose which is to help my
students develop in terms of wisdom, knowledge,
truth, service and above all in character. | am happy
to instill good moral values in my students. Each
day when | see my children at school, | feel
contented and satisfied. The way they admire and
respect me, compels me to do something for them
out of the way. The most challenging phase of my
life struck me when | had to be on the wheelchair, |
had lost all my hope and was completely
devastated.

That moment my strength were my students who
reminded me that | am a teacher who has always
been a source of inspiration for them and so, I
couldn’t lose the battle to my shortcomings and
needed to be a fighter to strive tirelessly to make
my students achieve excellence in the field of
education. It gave me confidence that | can still
continue to do small things with great love on the
wheel chair. The journey wasn’t an easy one,
simple tasks like getting into the car, manoeuvring
the Wheel chair among crammed up places, and
most importantly to connect to children were some
of the most difficult times.

March 2022

The, ‘Legs’ doesn’t only give the power to
stand, but it gives confidence and dominance to
face life head on, the sudden absence of these
assets made me realize how hard life was, but
the rigorous counselling by Rev, Fr Hector, Mrs.
Ramola and all of my colleagues made the
impossible task scalable. It is not only the
wheels of my wheel chair that provides me
support to carry on, but on the contrary it’s the
love, support and contribution of the Xavier’s
family as well as the smiles of the children
which | get to see every morning to go on in life.
It has been 10 years since the tragedy that
changed the course of my life occurred, and
when | look back in time | have no regrets, but
the sheer joy that | got the chance to shape and
transform the lives of numerous children and
will continue to do so further. | am grateful and
thankful to all those little voices that pled me to
be always a part of teaching.
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Ms. Annie Shalu (B.Sc, B.A., M.A., B.Ed)

Myself Annie a primary assistant
teacher. | give the credit of what I
am today to my God. | joined St.
Xavier's School in the year 1995
as a trained BSc B.Ed teacher.
Since the vacancy was for English
teacher, | did my BA. English and
MA Literature from IGNOU to upgrade myself and
teach the subject well prepared and thoroughly.Since
year 20001 have been teaching Maths and Science.
My hobbies are reading, gardening, cooking, watching
TV and playing games like chess, carrom, badminton.
From my adolescence, my passion was to become a
teacher and to make a real difference in the lives of as
many students as possible. | feel excited to have such
crucial role in society by being able to teach young
minds and future leaders. My goal is to impart
knowledge and wisdom,to help children with education
on emotional and social issues, working to help them
grow and develop as individual people with good
character and as good learners. | have tried creating
friendly and caring relation with my students making it
easier for them to approach in case they need extra
attention. | believe in work is worship, Whatever work
is allotted to me | try to do it diligently, with
commitment and dedication. | had the opportunity to
teach both my children in our school, among other
students without any partiality, | am like a mother who
cares and understands to all my students.
My objective is to make the students good human
beings and educated citizens who will be able to apply
what they have learned for well being of themselves
and others, not only trying to score 100/100. The
students being able to aim for academic achievement
and all round development to survive in competitive
environment and positive passions, is what | try to
teach. | try to inculcate in them the virtues of honesty,
compassion, care, love, unity, discipline and
punctuality. | feel that if once they practice these
virtues, it becomes their habit then their second
nature. | believe in moulding my students as
triumphant citizens rather than stamping them as a
literate alone. Like any other people | too had to face
many challenges, due to my honest and frank nature
and approaches.

God has strengthen me , guided and protected
me in all my endeavours.

| feel proud and triumphant being a teacher in
St.Xavier’'s for over 27 years to motivate the
students and bring confidence in them. | feel
proud to say that my husband and both my
children are ex-xavierites.

Last but not the least let me express my
gratitude to all my seniors and school
management for supporting me all these years
and hope they keep supporting me for the years

to come hy.
I am so proud when my old students come to

see me after decades and express their
gratitude by telling me that what | used to teach
them is still a part of their lives and that they
implement it in their daily life and encourage
their children to do the same. When children tell
me that | taught their parents and that they love
my teaching and are grateful to have me as their
child's teacher, | feel like I've accomplished so
much, and I'm grateful that my students
remember me and my teaching after all these
years.

"A TEACHER TAKES A HAND OPENS A MIND
TOUCHES A HEART AND SHAPES THE
FUTURE".

When | look at my students | see unlimited
possibilities. | too remember my teachers who
made me what lam today.May God almighty
bless us all.
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Ms. Avani Pradhan gcom peieq

I am a nature lover. Admiring nature, especially its
floral beauty, gives me inner peace and delight. | am
fond of gardening as well. Moreover, | like reading
books and learning new things.

According to Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, “True
teachers are those who help us to think for
ourselves.” | adhere to this statement, and believe
that I, as a teacher, should instil the importance of
self-worth and self-development in my students.
Children are like flowers. They need attention and
should be handled with care and love. | am grateful
to the school for giving me the opportunity to
educate these tiny tots.

The initial stage of pre-primary education is to
provide a bridge between home and school-based
atmosphere. | have and will keep trying my best to
create a child-friendly environment in the classroom
because | believe that children at this tender age
learn more easily when they are taught in a play-way
method. | help them to develop a positive attitude
towards learning, by listening to them carefully and
coordinating with them. It is necessary to inculcate
ethics and righteousness in kids. | believe that
honesty is one of the most essential values to be
learned and respected.
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So, | encourage my students to speak the truth
in every situation. | support them to increase
their confidence level. Most importantly, | put in
efforts for preparing them to be good learners
for primary education.

My dream is that my students grow into good
human beings and become responsible citizens.
My dear students, always remember that
wherever you go, you will have loving and
caring people by your side, learn to cherish
them.

May God bless you.
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The teachers of the High school spent half a day together at a shrine. It
was a time well spent in prayer for children and school.
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Parekh Tikendra
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AGE: 12

Joshi Vanshika
8-B
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PERSONS FOR AND WITH OTHERS

We are glad to acknowledge that these students of ours have reached out to

the needy by becoming writers for those who completed their board exams in
2022.

We are proud of them as they have been persons for and with others.

L;f.“’\i N
Pandya Dharti Dulera Priyal Trivedi Riddhi
9-C 11-D 11-D 11-D

Mimrot Om Mistry Yug Gulve Pratham Pandya Krish
9-D 11-D 11-D 11-D
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We cannot do everything, | ==
and there is a sense of Ilberatlon )
in realizing that. |
This enables us to do something,
and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete,
but it Is a beginning,
a step along the way,
an opportunity for the Lord's grace
to enter and do the rest.

We may never see the end results,
but that is the difference between
the master builder and the worker.
We are workers,not master builders;
ministers, not messiahs.

We are prophets of a future
not our own.
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