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PRINCIPAL'S DESK

VOX: A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Dear Members of Xavier Parivar
Greeting of peace!

It has been inspiring to read what you have shared.

Your journey has been innovative, pioneering and path breaking.
You have responded to the call you received with GENEROSITY,
1 remember a prayer of St. Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits.
The/prayer is as below,

Lord , teach me to be generous;
e teach me toserve you as you deserve,
to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds,
to toil and not to seek for rest,
to labor and not to seek reward,
except that of knowing
that | do your will.

-Saind: 7gwafw

.} We wish\you the very best as you serve, give yourselves,
~ Ftoilland!labour for the good of all. we are proud of you and
we pray for.God’s blessings for all.

r : May God bles us all!

Fr. S.Arul Rayan, S.].
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“We all take different
paths in life, but no matter
where we go, we take a
little of each other
everywhere”.
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MEHEK DESAI
-YOGA INSTRUCTOR

Mehek Desai From running on the sports
ground of St. Xavier’'s to guiding yoga
poses, my journey from school to
becoming a yoga instructor has been
unexpected yet fulfilling. While | was
always active in sports during the school
days, the idea of teaching yoga never
crossed my mind. However, | took a leap
of faith and left my corporate job to
pursue my passion for yoga. Today | am
internationally certified yoga instructor
with 200 hrs RYT + 100 hrs RPYT Looking
back, | miss the memories of school days
dearly — the friendship with classmates,
the guidance of teachers, and the
laughter-filled moments in the canteen.

International Day of Yoga

April - June 2022 .4

[TIJA___JA_L'!’}{

BATCH 2008

These memories hold a special place in
my heart, reminding me of where it all
began. Today, | cherish those moments
as | lead others on their own paths to
wellness and self-realization.




RAHUL VANIA
-FILM MAKER

Memories cannot be suppressed or
rubbed out from the mind of a human
being.. It always remains alive and
bloomed even in the dry outset and
deserted state of mind.. The best memory
once in life is the school day’s memories.
Fact is that It always comes once in a
lifetime, and that’s why it’s called an
unforgettable and golden days for
everyone. However for me, School
memories always remained very special
and enchanting because of Xavier

School. Being a Xavierite | have always
wanted to tell the story of Xavier’s, even
though | am busy with many interviews
and writing articles for my recent

achievement, | had to make time to write
this story. And | am running out of words
while
-

= -

There is so much to say about that, a book
can be written, and when | get a chance | will
definitely write, but right now | am keeping
my emotions under control and writing a few
things from it. Hearing a name of Xavier
School, a feeling of pride is sure to come,
let’s talk about the time when | got attached
to Xavier school by just entering the gate of
the school . | was in the 8th standard, from
the childhood cricket influenced me a lot and

BATCH 2008

T

in this school cricket was part of the
school itself, what more do you want. After
that, the journey of cricket at school
started, my friend Irfan showed me a way

to school and cricket and | started
investing myself in cricket. | did hard work
and gave my best to cricket by following
the strict schedule for 6 hours cricket
practice with waking up at 5 in the morning
with 8 hours school by skipping meals
sometimes. | have made many memories
there with my coach Rajesh Sadariya and
other teammates. Cricket also gave me a
friend like Digvijay, whose memories
cannot fade away. The appreciation and
snack coupons we were getting from
Fr.Hector at assembly hall after winning
any cricket match will always remain
special and the pride felt at that time
cannot be felt at big award functions right
now. While using that snack’s coupons at
Hycintho’s canteen at school, we felt like
stars of school as we were getting
encouraging speech from Hycintho the
canteen owner and some more free snacks
while bunking whole day and spending it at
canteen for a celebration of winning the
match. Those fun days cannot be erased
from memories. The trophies won by us
are still there in school with our names, in

3
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which HIELD-SHIELD CUP, XAVIER’S
COLLEGE, BROTHER LOBO CUP
LOYOLA,SWAMINARAYAN

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL CRICKET
CUP are special. But as all say when
you are destined with something else
no matter how hard you try for one
thing you have to work on the other
things to find your destination. Same
thing happened | had to Ileave
professional cricket after giving so
many years to cricket because of some
corrupt selection process and politics,
which pushed me down in life and | lost
interest in everything, | was feeling lost
and couldn’t get to find my area of
interest, that time with the peer
pressure of my friend Gumansinh who
was popular in our school because of
his humongous body which was the
identification mark of our batch in
school, | gave the entrance exam for
MBA and with an ordinary score |
joined MBA. While | was studying MBA
| found myself again . | was getting full
marks in open handed questions in
marketing subject. | was very creative
from childhood, | used to cook up
stories in school time to escape from
punishments for my mischievous act
and | can say | never got caught for that
;) hahaha, jokes apart but finally | got
to realise | am very good with making
stories and writing, so | decided to
follow my passion and decided to
become a FILMMAKER. | have faced
many difficulties while following my
passion. | got backlashes from my
friends for not doing a job and not
earning as much as they are. And there

with whom you are always going to be
compared, and | also couldn’t escape from
that and my family started forcing me to get a
government job as being born in
Gandhinagar it was some kind of inbuilt
pressure. So | just listened to my mind and
heart and started my journey as a writer and
joined a creative writing course which was
followed by the basic directing course at
Mumbai. | ended up at Mumbai by following
my dream, and as all says “Mumbai is sweet,
sweaty smell of hope and it’s the sour, stifled
smell of greed”, it was difficult there but still |
managed to survive there with my savings
which | have made in six months bank job
and which | have left to follow my dream. |
also did assistant director job in a big project
there without any pay cheque just to gain
some experience. | was ready to do anything
to just learn filmmaking process which
cannot be gained without any on-field
experience. | learnt about every department
there and with that learning | came back to
Gandhinagar to start my own projects. |
picked up story from my writing collection

is always a “Sharmaji ji ka beta” | start | | that
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project, gradually two three people
joined me and our small team came to
existence. With short of resource and
budget we completed short film named
“BOOMERANG” without any
compromise in location, props and arts.
| have developed my ability being in
Mumbai that how to make a good film in
small budget with little bit of hard work
and patience. It was my first project as
a writer, director and producer, so it
was natural to be anxious about public
reactions toward my job. | arranged a
special screening for my close friends,
family and some known people, and
when the movie ended, the sounds of
claps and words of appreciation
brought tears to my eyes. One cannot
forget the first ever appreciation as an
artist and those claps are still ringing in
my ears, finally my hard work paid off
and it seemed like the backlashes and
humiliation of these many years had
disappeared. Finally | proved myself
right in self eyes and felt proud that
day. That short film got nomination in
four international film festivals and my
work got recognition at international
level for the first time.

Not only that but TIMES OF INDIA also
covered that success in __t_heirj" article.
After that | made ‘a web series named °
“Anti 2020” in the crucial time of corona
and because of that |- faced many
obstacles and couldn’t get the result as
expected, still | was able to put it before
the public through OTT platforms. After
that recently | made a short film named
“Vrukshree” as a writer and director, and
| got a rainfall of appreciation from every
newspaper, friends and family after the
marvellous success of “vrukshree”. It
has been awarded as a best
environmental short film by four different
international film festivals. And recently it
was also awarded as a winner top 5 short
film among 10,000 entries for nomination
by the prestigious DADASAHEB PHALKE
INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL. And
this made me  believe that my
stubbornness for sticking to my passion
was not a hurdle in my life, but it was a
step to reach success.

In the end | will say there is a struggle in
every field but hard work and dedication
always pays off. No matter what happens,
you just have to keep walking intact and
that will definitely lead you to your
destination. | am very thankful to Xavier
school, my coach, my teachers, my
classmates, my friends and my family for
planting roots of good things in me and
for making me a part of my own story. In
my school life | faced difficulties but also
have enjoyed a lot and because of that |
become a FILMMAKER now. Everything
happens for a reason, whether it is a
good or a bad, it’s a process and we are
part of that; AND THE SHOW MUST GO
ON.
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SHALINI AJAY SINGH

(PROGRAM ASSISTANT , IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
USA)
| still remember those days when | used to

sit in the library for hours before and after
school, wanting to read and discuss
about books with the librarian sir, who
was one of my first constants in school
throughout my education from Std. 1st till
12th. | can still careen my mind to those
green and abundant corners of the
school, where we learned to hoop balls on
the court, practiced our mandatory sports
day walk, the morning assembly lines,
summer camps, picnics to Lothal and
Kevadia Colony, ate the tastiest of veggie
puffs at our beloved canteen that | have
ever had in my life and make lifetime
memories, day in and day out- rain or
shine. My memory is as clear as any when
it comes to some of the most subtle and
serene moments spent in my childhood,
free from technology-heavy lives, so very
different from what our lives are like
today.

Being the daughter of a Math’s teacher,
my father for me has been my first
teacher but how can | forget the chain
reaction of tutelage and nourishment that
| derived from each of my schoolteachers
at St. Xavier’s? | came, | saw, and | never
left. | only learned from the best, amongst
the best. | developed insight, attention to
detail,
my school days.

My time in school was spent participating

in several activities, particularly any

creative writing competitions in Quest,

reading books, writing for VOX myself in
later High school days, and

BATCH 2011

'i:“LIY
WONDROUS
EARLYDAYS IN
A PORTAL
CALLED ST.
XAVIER’S
GANDHINAGAR
IGH SCHOOL”

discovering myself as a writer and a
student of multiple disciplines! In 2010, |
got to edit the NIE-Times of India student
initiative. | also represented my school,
St.Xavier’s, in many debates, poetry
recitals, and elocution competitions! My
teachers supported and motivated me
every step of the way. Without their
guidance, | would not be here. Being
called a Xavierite was a badge of honor
and a great privilege. The school
atmosphere has always been inclusive,
diverse, and rewarding.

January 2024

EMERGING WRITERS

READING SERIES

and a love for extracurriculars in [

gUMmmer Awad Achilles  Nathan Vir'let"u:)_';f.g
Post my schooling, | intended initially to
join an engineering college. Still, | ended
but, as fate has it studying law, and in
2011, | joined Gujarat National Law

University, Gandhinagar, after clearing

Shalini Singh
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CLAT. | graduated with a BSc LLB (Hons)
in 2016 and then worked as a lawyer and
researcher in various vistas of laws like
firms, High courts, and the Supreme
Court. All these years, | was freelancing
as a solopreneur, too. My first prose
poetry book was published in 2017 by a

small (now defunct- Panini Press) Press in &

Delhi called Confessions of a Turophile. In
2020, | completed my master’s in law in
Constitutional and Administrative laws
from GNLU. Then, | worked with the
ministry in New Delhi till | left my 9-10 to
pursue an MFA in Creative Writing and
Environment in lowa, USA. . | am the
current Program Assistant for lowa State
University, Ames, lowa, USA, and an
editor for the International Flyway Journal.
| am also the Assistant poetry editor for
the renowned text-art-based magazine
DIAGRAM.

My work has been published in The
Nation, Outlook India, LiveWire, Kitaab,
Oberon Magazine, Berkeley Poetry
Review, Poetically, The Spectacle, Tofu
Ink Press, and Hobart among others. |
have received scholarships and
resideri_cies from The Watering Hole,

[ )

ny, Craigardan, and SAFTA.
I am the semi-finalist for the Tomaz
Solamun 2023 prize and a finalist for the
Woody Barlow Poetry Contest 2023. | am
an experimental writer who lives through
her: research and works with cross
disciplines and none of this would have
been possible if not for the kind of
learning environment | received at St.
Xavier’s. | sometimes do memory writing
and as | am investigating my childhood, |
am also piecing together my life in a
newsletter called bell a donna of
lavender’s sub stack.

Each of my batchmates from school has
gone on to do ambitious things in their
lives and live with intention. These
intentions were born way back, and they
keep birthing every year with each new
batch. | cannot wait to see future
students Xavierite’'s climbing new
heights! | wish to see more creativity in
everyday life and the integration of arts
and humanities with sciences.

“TO TEACH IS TO LEARN
OVER.” - JOSEPH JOUBERT

TWICE

-
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SHIVAM SADADIYA

STATE TAX INSPECTOR ( GST DEPARTMENT,
GOVERNMENT OF GUJARAT)
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a-Ad Addiyeil (Asia 20 O, i (Gl
-l slRiR (Guadl aigi-Ai 211q dl2al
WEA dl ¢ dadl oy ddl! s ¢ §d:
Uq [AlIHi 201 AU Adl, dM Odi M- uLE
® 5- H HRA WoUSU -l s quid
ULgA-SUi, s quid  ©iQ-oui  allls-
Geud-l Qe WS Sl-AUHi, dHoy ol dl AWl
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Ylel ol-tadl... 2 dHm-Al Al-wA Goyosaan
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VRAJ PATEL
-SECURITY ENGINEER

My name is Vraj Patel, I'm St. Xavier's
Gandhinagar alumni and I'm from 2013

batch. | started my journey at Xavier's as
a student of Nursery class, and
concluded that journey 14 years later

when | graduated from 12th class in 2013.
Those incredible 14 years in Xavier's has
cultivated and shaped me and enabled me
to achieve what | wanted to achieve
personally and professionally.

uring my time at Xavier's | have had an
opportunity to learn from absolutely
incredible and very knowledgeable
teachers who not only provided with
plethora of academic knowledge but also
helped the students grow their
personalities and mindset with providing
the knowledge about what's out there at
the world level and gave plenty of
anecdotes from their personal
experiences as well.

BATCH 2013

After school, |- got my BTech degree
from Ganpat University in Information
Technology (IT) Engineering.

Then | decided to achieve expertise in
the cybersecurity domain which | really
love and came to USA to pursue my
Master's degree in Cybersecurity
Engineering from University of
Southern California (USC), where also |

. had an opportunity to work with one of

| was very active in athletics during my High
School and Higher Secondary days and | also

level athletlcs competition.

| the brightest minds in the field. At USC

| participated and won a couple of
Cybersecurity competitions.




Currently I'm working at Amazon as a
Security Engineer in their Seattle
headquarters where | help the team
secure different set of product and
services. My area of expertise is
Hardware and loT security which is a very
niche domain inside the security field. |
really love diving deep in the different
technologies and its working, tinkering
with different tools and ripping apart
different products and learn about their
working and then thinking about different
ways we can hack them.

After school, | got my B.Tech degree
from Ganpat University in: Information
Technology (IT) Engineering.

Then | decided to achie\(e' expertise in
the cybersecurity domain which | really
love and came to USA to pursue my
Master's degree in Cybersecurity
Engineering from University of
Southern California (USC), where also |
had an opportunity to work with one of
the brightest minds in the field. At USC
| participated and won a couple of
Cybersecurity competitions.

I'm really thankful to my early days
spent in school during which | learnt
important values and got right guidance
and inspiration from teachers Ilike
Martha teacher, Neeta teacher, Shaila
teacher, Lalit sir and all the other
faculty members. I'm specially thankful
to Priti teacher who has always helped
me, guided me and found out my hidden
talent in the field of technology; and
without her guidance | wouldn't be able
to embarked my journey this far and
achieve my dream of excelling in the
career field | love.

Masters Degree in Cybersecurity.
current role is "Security Engineer II".
currently located in Seattle City in

' Washington State of the USA.

“Believe in yourself
enough to be different
and do something

unique”.
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MITHUN NAIR

-BUSINESS ANALYTICS

Hi, I’'m Mithun Nair, proud alumnus of St.
Xavier’s High School. Reflecting on my
time as a Xavierite evokes memories of a
vibrant and enriching environment that
profoundly shaped my early academic
and professional ambitions. The
rigorous academic programs, coupled
with extensive extracurricular activities,
provided a well-rounded education that
fostered a deep curiosity and a strong
sense of diligence.

During my years at St. Xavier’s, | was
actively involved in various activities,
which sparked my interest in analytics

and problem-solving.
: .

BATCH 2014

The dedicated faculty members were
instrumental in nurturing my potential,
guiding me through challenging
projects that enhanced my critical
thinking skills. These experiences were
pivotal in building my foundation,
leading me naturally into a career as an
Operations and Business Analyst after
graduating as an engineer.

After four enriching years in the
industry, my desire to delve deeper into
data analytics led me to pursue a
Master’s in Business Analytics at the
W.P. Carey School of Business, ASU.
My journey from a curious student at
St. Xavier’s to a driven analytics
professional underscores the lasting
impact of the values and skills instilled
in me during my school days.

| am profoundly grateful to St. Xavier’s
for preparing me for the challenges of
the real world and instilling a lifelong
passion for learning and excellence.
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ARPIT RAVAL
-SINGER

My name is Arpit Raval. I'm a
professional Singer, Songwriter &
Performer(Guitarist) and a Software
Engineer.

| have done my whole schooling at the
St. Xavier's High School Gandhinagar
Gujarat, India. | have learned countless
important things from our St. Xavier's
school but one of the most important a
thing | personally have learned from
there is "The Importance Of Kindness".
Our Principal Sir Father Hector Pinto
would tell us a story after every
function/programme, and he used to tell
us an important message and teachings
behind his stories, which was about
"Being Kind".

The other thing which | have learned
from our school is "A Teneris Impende
Laborem” - Apply yourself to hard work
from an early age".

Thanks to our respected principal Father
Hector Pinto and to all the respected

teachers of Xavier's school.
, ) - e

| "
'] "

4
]

BATCH 2014

From the staff members to our principal
they all have helped us a lot throughout
our schooling and in every aspect of
school life. I'm into music
professionally and have done more
than 400 live music performances in
Ahmedabad. I'm singing Pop English &
Indian songs in my Gigs. | had signed a
contract with the Hotel Courtyard By
Marriott Satellite, Ahmedabad and I'm
performing there since 2022 and also
doing other music shows & gigs. I'm a
Xavierite and I'm so grateful for being a
part of St. Xavier's School Family.
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SHUBHAM PRADHAN
-DESIGNER

As an alumnus of St. Xavier's School,
being given the opportunity to reflect on
and share an account of my time there,
fills me with a profound sense of
nostalgia and gratitude. It is pretty
refreshing to recollect the lessons learnt
and the memories made within those
brick-painted walls.

| had joined St. Xavier's in the 7th grade,
and | can say that those 6 years of
schooling have shaped me into the
person | am today. | graduated from St.
Xavier's High School in the year 2014.
Following that, | completed my Bachelor's
degree in Computer Engineering from
Ganpat University, Mehsana, and | am
currently working as a software engineer.
It's been 10 years since | walked out of
the gates and classroom doors of the
school and | still have the clearest
memories of the time | spent there. The
values and virtues learnt in school,
shaped us so well that all of it helps in
numerous ways till date. Whether it be
about focusing on professional progress,
knowing the importance of sports, the

disciplined efforts, a consistently
effective routine, fun and creative
upbringing through co-curricular

activities have built us for life and were
all sourced from those school years. It
introduced me to a space which attracted
me towards Art, which led me to pursue
Architecture and Design. Now, its almost
a decade since | passed school and after
all these years of learning in different
design and management fields, | am

|

BATCH 2014

happy to be working as a Designer and
Business Developer at a prestigious
Interior Design firm in Mumbai.

During my school life, | was an
extroverted playful kid; not very
sincere with studies, yet an active and
high-spirited student of the class. |
often found myself engaged in
extracurricular pursuits that enriched
my school journey with a multitude of
diverse experiences.

While my performance in the
classroom might have been average,
my passion for sports illuminated my
time at the school. | have learnt key
leadership skills and sportsmanship
values like resilience, discipline and
perseverance while playing on the
school ground. Be it a cycling race,
Long jump event, relay race or be it
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sprinting down a 100-metre track, | never
missed an opportunity to head to the
ground. I've actively participated on
almost every sports day and won many
medals in multiple activities. The school
also has a skating yard within its
premises, where | spent my evenings
practicing and enjoying skating.

Beyond sports and athletics, | found joy
in the realm of arts as well. | had the time
of my life participating in the dance
performances of annual functions,
relishing the rhythms of music and the
vibrant colours of the performance
costumes. Even more joyful were the
dance rehearsals, that reduced classroom
hours, but were all the more holistic,
teaching me the significance of discipline
and team work. Besides this, | also
actively participated in art and drawing
classes and poster-making competitions.
Going to those summer camps organized
by the school was a wonderful
experience.

In the academic sphere, | always had a
special liking for computers and was a
bright learner in this subject. In fact, one
of my best memories from St. Xavier's is
doing practicals in the air-conditioned
computer labs. Like any other computer-
enthusiastic student, my fascination for
computers came about by playing
computer games and exploring various
applications on my computer. The
supportive and guiding environment of
the school encouraged me, which soon
developed my interest into a true passion
for technology and computer logics. Fast
forward many years later, | am a team-
leading software engineer grateful for the

life lessons and guidance | received
back in school.

Indeed, St. Xavier's provided me a
nurturing environment where my
strengths were celebrated, and my
potential was cultivated, instilling in
me a sense of confidence and self-
worth that transcended academic
achievements. | was fortunate enough
to have teachers who recognised my
passion for sports and my interest in
other extracurriculars, and always
encouraged me in pursuing the same. |
was recognised as a bright child, for
my determination and willingness to
explore diverse interests.

Looking back, my journey at St.
Xavier's was not defined by a single
metric of success but by the multitude
of experiences that shaped me into a
well-rounded individual. The lessons
learned in the classroom, the skills
honed on the playground, the
friendships forged during lunch breaks
continue to enrich my life to this day.
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SACHI
-INTERIOR DESIGN

School, as they say, is a foundation for
every child’s life of growth. St. Xavier’s
has always been that source and more!
Spending more than 14 years of my life
here, has been a big wonder and brings
up unforgettable memories! From our
supportive Principal — Fr. Hector and all
the amazing Teachers, to the most
cherished love/hate experiences of life-
long friendships, created through the
years have together built the most
attractive school life! It has helped us
build healthy academic competitions and
great sportsmanship in everything we
did. As we have grown, we have
simultaneously seen everybody else
grow around us and that has built a
sense of family.

The values and virtues learnt in school,
shaped us so well that all of it helps in
numerous ways till date. Whether it be

about focusing on professional
progress, knowing the importance of
sports, the disciplined efforts, a

consistently effective routine, fun and
creative upbringing through co-
curricular activities have built us for life
and were all sourced from those school
years. It introduced me to a space which
attracted me towards Art, which led me
to pursue Architecture and Design. Now,

its almost a decade since | passed
school and after all these years of
learning in different design and

management fields, | am happy to be
working as a Designer and

Interior Design firm in Mumbai.

| have always been grateful to all the
people in Xavier’s family who have been
a witness to my journey and are still one
of the biggest supporters!

| am happy living by what is rightly said
— Once a Xavierite, always a Xavierite

acd 2 JN

Busine'ssDeveIoper at a prestigious
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DR. AVNI SIRIYAN
(MBBS, BJMC)

*REFLECTING ON MY JOURNEY AT
ST. XAVIER'S HIGH SCHOOL*

As an alumna of St. Xavier's High
School, | find myself filled with
gratitude as | reflect on the formative
years | spent within its halls. St.
Xavier's holds a special place in my
heart, shaping not only my academic
pursuits but also nurturing my personal
growth and development.

My journey at St. Xavier's began with
excitement and anticipation, as |
embarked on a path of learning and
discovery. From the moment | stepped
through the school gates, | was greeted
by a community of dedicated educators
and supportive peers who would leave
an indelible mark on my life. | am
forever grateful for Fr.Hector and
Sr.Josphine and my loving teachers,
whose guidance and mentorship were
instrumental in shaping my educational

ey

BATCH 2015

journey. Also Tr. Leena Mehta, my
primary teacher played a pivotal role in
guiding and supporting me.

Throughout my years at St. Xavier's, |
was fortunate to have loving teachers
who went above and beyond to provide
me with the guidance and support |
needed to succeed. Their passion for
teaching and unwavering dedication to
their students created a nurturing
environment where | felt encouraged to
explore my interests and push myself
beyond my comfort zone.

Whether it was participating in
extracurricular activities, collaborating
on group projects, or simply sharing
laughs with classmates during breaks, |
felt a strong bond with my peers that
enriched my educational journey.
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After completing my schooling, | went
on to pursue my MBBS from BJ Medical -
College in Ahmedabad. Now, as a
practicing doctor, | realize the profound
impact that my experiences at St.
Xavier's had on my journey. The
foundation laid by my alma mater has
played a crucial role in shaping me into
the healthcare professional | am today.
The values of empathy, dedication, and
continuous learning that were instilled in
me at St. Xavier's are the same values
that guide me in my interactions with

¢ ' = il m Al ugzineg agegay
patients and colleagues every day. ¢ " TR

As current students walk the halls of St.

Xavier's, | offer them words of
encouragement and advice: cherish
every moment, embrace every

opportunity, and never underestimate
the impact that your time at this
remarkable school can have on your life.

“Success is not final,
failure is not fatal:
itis the courage to

continue that
Counts.”

Al YL YO Loa
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ARPITA PUROHIT

Xavier's is not just a school for me, it is
an emotion. Picture this: from second
grade to twelfth grade, Xavier's has been
my second home, shaping me into the
person | am today. It's not just about
textbooks; it's about discovering who
you truly are. Xavier's isn't your average
school; it's a hub of excellence in

academics, sports, and extracurricular
activities. Our teachers? They're more
than educators; they're our mentors, our
superheroes, guiding us through every
aspect of life.

From thrilling sports matches to
captivating music performances,
Xavier's is a carnival of experiences.
Science exhibitions, canteen day

celebrations, and the legendary QUEST -
each event is designed to bring out our
inner superpowers. Thanks to Xavier's,

BATCH 2015

I landed a as a compliance

fifth

gig
administrator at HUB Financial,
largest broker worldwide. Dear fellow

Xavierite's, don't be afraid to ask
questions and explore new horizons.
These years are yours to seize!

And who can forget our iconic chant?
"East or West....Xavierite's... are the
BESTT." Here's to Xavier's - where
dreams soar, friendships flourish, and
memories last a lifetime. Keep shining,
Xavierite's!
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DHWANI SHAH
-B.SC NURSING

| feel immensely proud to have the
opportunity to draft an article for my most
beloved school- St. Xavier’s High School.
My name is Dhwani Sanjaykumar Shabh,
and | am pursuing my master’s degree in
New Zealand. Here | want to talk about my
journey of reaching here and the
contribution my school has given me to
becoming an all-rounder person. As some
author has written that “School pushes
us out of our comfort zone, teaches us to
dream big, and encourages us to achieve
our potential,” this quote has become the
reality of my life. My journey through
Xavier's was filled with knowledge,
experiences, creativity, positivity, and life
lessons that have shaped me into the
person | am today.

As | embark on my journey with Xawer s, the
very first thing | can think about is the way or
methodology of providing the education and
then analyzing it via different methods that
the child has understood the topic or not.
This places a significant role in a child’s

learning phase. If the child has not
understood good enough, the teacher
changes the method of delivering the
knowledge. This is how a child is absorbing

BATCH 2016

more things in his developmental
stages, which are the fundamental
things needed in carving the future. As |
was enrolled in Xavier's from my
childhood, | was exposed to plenty of
things not only related to studies but
also about life learnings. Step by step
as my classes progressed, various
activities were coming throughout the
year like sports day, annual day,
celebrations of days. These were a part
of an extra curricular activity which
enhances a child’s growth apart from
studies. | vividly remember the
enthusiasm which comes after hearing
the announcement of any function.

~ NURSING EDU
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We students were getting pumped up for the
preparation of the functions and from that |
learnt the skill of organizing things.

I learnt moral values from a unique subject
which is Moral science, and this subject was
only taught in Xavier’s. The main thing was
communication. In high school we used to
have a quiz competition among different
schools which was great fun and an
opportunity to stand out in the crowd. The

communicated in front of the

more |
audience, confidence was built up inside me.
This helped me a lot during my migration
journey, and | was able to communicate with
people easily whenever | was in any difficulty
in the airport and the checkouts. My native

language is Gujarati and English is my
second language. Therefore, before
beginning the IELTS preparation, | was not
sure whether | was going to surpass this or
not. Hd'v_vever, thanks to my school that

some practice, | was able to ‘gain ‘the
‘control on my secondary language.

~ taught me the basics of grammar and
 English in an incredibly detailed form
that by only doing It was my desire to
complete my schooling till 12 in this
school but due to some circumstances |
was not able to fulfill that. However, |
was happy to be a part of this school
and became a person with
characteristics like discipline, honesty,

positive attitude, never giving up,
courage and the list goes on. The
impact of my school will remain

indelible in my life.




ALGINA PARMAR
(G.N.M)

“Xavier’s: where every dream finds its

wings & every journey becomes a legacy.”
My tenure at Xavier’s will always be as the

most valuable &amp; precious memory
with me for over. At my beloved school |
was shaped, groomed & made competitive
to face the new challenges of Ilife.
whatever good i have achieved so far, as
because of the expert supervision &
guidance of principal & teachers.

As they say school is the temple of
learning. | believe that Xavier’s has been
my temple of learning which has given me
immense amount of knowledge and shown
me correct path for my future endeavor. |
joined the school in 2002 & was in the
same school from Lkg to 12th. The best
thing | remember is the continues support
of all teachers who never said no to any of
my doubts & it really made me much
stronger in my academics performance.
Apart from academics Xavier’s is the best
place to build you as a wholesome person
with all the extra-curricular activities &
events. It’s all their untiring efforts that
the Xavier’s family has grown many folds
in very few time. | am forever grateful to
all the Xavier’s staff for giving me the best
class education.

“Within the hallowed halls of Xavier’s
education transcends the confines of
classrooms, textbooks & exams. it's a
timeless sanctuary where knowledge
blossoms friendship flourish &amp; future
take fight.

Belong academics, Xavier’'s offered a
myriad of extracurricular activities that
allowed me to explore my interests &
discover hidden talents.

BATCH 2016

| OPERATION THEATER I

Whether it was participating in the
school play competing in debate
tournaments, quiz competitions these
experiences helped me develop
invaluable skills.

The challenges | faced the friendship |
forged and the lessons | learned have
all contributed to shaping the person |

am today.
In conclusion, my journey as an
alumnus of Xavier's has been a

testament to the enduring influence of
my school days. It is a journey marked
by growth, friendship & deep
appreciation for the values instilled in
me by my alma mater. As | reflect on

those cherished memories, | am filled
with gratitude for the role Xavier’s has
played in shaping the person | am
today. 3 . 4 e
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PRANAYV DESAI
CO-FOUNDER, RECOSOLUTION

As | sit down to pen my journey from the
playground of the nursery of St. Xavier's
School to the bustling world of
entrepreneurship, a flood of memories
rushes in, each one a cherished moment
that has shaped who | am today.

Stepping into St. Xavier's as a wide-eyed
child, | was welcomed not just into a
school but into a community brimming
with camaraderie, laughter, and
boundless growth opportunities. From
spirited classroom discussions, open
events to participate and, in the end,
organizing and managing Quest—every
experience was a lesson waiting to be
learned, a memory waiting to be made.

One of the most enduring lessons | carry
with me from my time at St. Xavier's is
the importance of values beyond
textbooks. Sure, we grappled with
equations, science projects, and
dissected literature, but it was the
unwavering emphasis on integrity,
empathy, and resilience that truly left an
indelible mark on my character. In the
corridors of St. Xavier's, | learned that
true success isn't just about what you
achieve but how you achieve it—with
honesty, compassion, and an
unwavering commitment to excellence.

I distinctly remember that in 8th
standard, | got a chance to represent the
school in elocution. | spoke on the
importance of conserving the
environment. | believe that opportunity

BATCH - 2016

sowed the seeds in me to consider the
gravity of the subject quite intently.
More than a decade later today, as an
environmental entrepreneur, my days
begin and end with plans and
strategies to save the environment.

This foundation of values instilled by
St. Xavier’s for 14 years set me on the
path to reach where | am today—a
mechanical engineer turned
entrepreneur, navigating the thrilling
yet tumultuous waters of start-up life
with my venture Resolution. . Armed
with the values of integrity and
innovation, | co-founded a social start-
up, driven by the belief that business
can be a force for positive change in
the world. For the past four years, my
team and | have worked tirelessly to
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addressing pressing challenges in
climate change, education, and
sustainability.

Behind every milestone and every

achievement lies a debt of gratitude to
the alma mater that shaped me. To the
teachers who sparked my curiosity and
nurtured my dreams, to the friends who
laughed with me, cried with me, and
cheered me on through every triumph
and setback—I owe it all to you. St.
Xavier's wasn't just a school; it was a
crucible of friendship, learning, and
growth that laid the foundation for
everything I've achieved since.

L\ future, |
good,

~As | reflect on my journey,,‘.;h.e serenity

of prayers like "All thing’s’nbrighf and
beautiful” and "Make me a channel of
your: peace"” comes back to me in
waves of bliss. These prayers
continue to be a part of my playlist
and keep me connected to the roots of
humanity that this  marvelous
institution cultivates in all of us.

To my fellow Xavierites, present and
urge you to embrace the
values that define our alma mater—to
approach every challenge with
courage, every opportunity with
humility, and every interaction with
kindness.

So, as you walk the halls of our
school, remember that you're not just
students—you're torchbearers of a
legacy, stewards of a tradition, and
architects of the future. Embrace
every moment, cherish every
friendship, and never forget that St.
Xavier’s is more than just a school;
it's a home where dreams are born and
futures are forged.

“Success is not the key to happiness.
Happiness is the key to success . If you
love what you are doing, you will be
successful”.
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DHRUV THAKKAR

PURSUING THIRD YEAR B. TECH
(COMPUTER ENGINEERING)

Staying connected with my fellow
Xavier juniors through Vox letter fills
me with immense joy and gratitude.
Reflecting on my journey, my time at
St. Xavier’'s Gandhinagar, from 9th to
12th grade, marked the beginning of
my path towards becoming an
Engineer and a better individual. It's a
privilege to have been part of such a
prestigious school in the vibrant city
of Gandhinagar, where each step | took
nurtured my growth and shaped my
future.

During my years there from 2017 to
2021, school life was always buzzing
with activities like canteen day, sports
day, annual day, and memorable
science camps. One particular
highlight was our visit to a science
camp, where we were privileged to
meet and learn from real scientists. It
felt like stepping into the world of
Mission Mangal, meeting the real-life
heroes portrayed by actors like Akshay
Kumar. The camp was filled with

captivating experiments and engaging
activities that ignited our passion for
science.

BATCH - 2021

|

Ah, Canteen Day! It was a day of pure
excitement, where we not only savored
mouthwatering food stalls but also
revealed thrilling game stalls. The entire
school came alive as students from all
grades gathered to enjoy the delicious
treats and engage in friendly
competitions. Canteen Day wasn't just
an event; it was a vibrant celebration of
our school community, strengthening
bonds and creating cherished memories
that will last a lifetime.

' In Jfashﬂ—ﬁniversityl

(AT SCPEnuass o
Resoarch Laboratory, Ahme

dadad, spolce about Neutrino
Physics and miracles of scientifi ipler wilv ised _-t.'.m nis
The second half of the in-  laws, theorems and hypothe Learn continuously _._-,.-.. p
augural day was devoted 1o sis explained by faculty'men-  date ¥ knowlsdge. You
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I am currently pursuing B.TECH in
Computer Engineering(final year) at
Dharmsinh Desai University(DDU)
Nadiad after finishing my High School.
All of this would not have been
possible without the unwavering
encouragement of my school teachers.
The most important thing that was
taught to us in school is discipline that
has helped me a lot in my life.

Dear students, “Remember, success is
not final, failure is not fatal: it is the
courage to continue that counts.” .In
your journey at School , you'll face ups
and downs. But what truly matters is
your resilience. Embrace challenges as
opportunities to grow and never lose
sight of your dreams. Keep pushing
forward with unwavering courage, and
you'll achieve great things. Believe in
yourself and keep going!

Self Examination

| keep this quote in my mind always
“Expect the Unexpected”. Life's full of
surprises. Embracing its twists and
turns helps me find excitement in every
moment. So, let's enjoy the ride,
relishing the surprises that makes life
so thrilling!

“No distance of Place
or lapse of Time can
lessen the friendship
of those who are
thoroughly
persuaded of each
other’s worth”.
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MENON AAMOD

PURSUING SECOND YEAR B. TECH
(ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING)

“BEYOND THE BLACKBOARD AND BELLS:
MY XAVIERITE ODYSSEY”

Hola Xavierites !

As | reminisce about my journey through
the corridors of our school , from the
tender years of Jr. KG to the momentous
culmination of my education, | am
enveloped by waves of nostalgia and
gratitude. This institution, beyond being a
mere educational establishment, has been
my second home, a sanctuary where I've
not only learned from textbooks but also
from the invaluable experiences shared
with fellow Xavierites. Join me as | embark
on a journey beyond the confines of
classrooms and timetables, exploring the
profound impact of my Xavierite
experience.

Early Impressions of the Rich Tapestry of
Cultures :

As a native Keralite ,the only language |
could speak fluently at the age of 4 was
my mother tongue ,Malayalam . | was
sparsely aware of the culture here in

Gujarat. However, one October day,
amidst the buzz of anticipation for
Navratri, | found myself adorned in the

traditional Kediya, lovingly chosen by my
mother. It was a rare occasion, perhaps
only the first of a handful, where |
embraced this new cultural attire .

This singular experience marked the
beginning of my journey into the rich
tapestry of cultural diversity that thrived
within the walls of our school. Each year,
the campus came alive with a
kaleidoscope of celebrations, from the

BATCH 2022

sacred threads of Raksha Bandhan to
the vibrant hues of Holi (Hopefully the
Discipline Committee guys don’t read
the Holi part);From the twinkling lights
of Diwali to the festive cheer of
Christmas, each celebration was a
testament to our school diverse and
inclusive spirit.

| wasn’t a very studious guy from the
beginning My marks in the lower
primary were solely driven by my
parents’ efforts . However, amidst the
routine of classes and exams, there
was one event that captured my
imagination: the Annual Day held at
the Town Hall. Entranced by the vivid
descriptions from my friends, | longed
to witness the spectacle firsthand.

Being a less-than-stellar dancer, |
quickly realized that the only way to
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attend the Annual

This realization
motivation within me to

year .

The Extra-Curricular Enthusiast :

Undoubtedly, the most enriching aspect
experience lies in its
Extra-Curricular
Activities. From the adrenaline-fueled
realm of sports to the rhythmic beats of
dance, the fervent debates and eloquent
speeches, the soul-stirring melodies of
singing, and the captivating world of

of our school

diverse array of

drama, there's something for everyone.

. ” .,. ._: - 1 i i

| had been a quiz enthusiast . So
during my High School years , | had
participated in a handful of them . But
,my first Extra-Curricular event was
the District Karate Tournament . | still

remember , we had this “Activity”
Period wherein Sir had mentioned
about this tournament and asked

names for participation , and | simply
raised my hand with my knowledge of
karate being as thin as a sheet of rice
paper .Apparently , | did win a silver
medal in my weight category as there
were just 5 guys who participated in
that weight category .

Day without the
costly pass was to earn good grades.
ignited a newfound
improve my
academic performance. Later on , | had
also been the host on one of the Annual
Day , and had played a skit the following

| used to feel down about never
winning at science exhi-lgitioné._ But
looking back now, | realize'l was just
being too hard on myself."It's all just
funny to me now! & . The Drama of
Vikram-Betal, one of my Ilast
participation at the School's cultural
events , provided me with a deeply
enriching and fulfilling experienc'e.

| have been a great admirer of Math.
We still share a Ilove - hate
relationship. With Biology, it was
always a hate- hate relationship. | hate
drawing diagrams and always wished |
could here someone to draw them for
me. So | had decide to take stream A. It
was then that our physics Teacher had
informed me and my father about JEE.
we decide to inquire at different
reputed coaching institute centers,
and finally decide to join one of them.
The journey had been quite a roller-
coaster with COVID 19 having its own
story arc.

| did qualify the JEE(advanced) 2022
exams and got admission at IIT(BHU)
Varanasi pursuing the B. Tech course
in Electrical Engineering.
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University Life and Beyond :

College life has been nothing short of
a whirlwind, with each day bringing its
own set of twists and turns. Despite

the academic rigors, | remained
steadfast in my commitment to
extracurricular pursuits . From joining
the organizing committees of various
fests to lending a hand in
orchestrating memorable events, |
found fulfilment in contributing to the

rich cultural fabric of college life.

3

: U 2 s
Moreover, college provided the
platform for intellectual enrichment
beyond the confines of textbooks and
lectures. | eagerly attended seminars
where eminent personalities graced
the stage, imparting wisdom on
diverse topics ranging from innovation
and Iéadership to sustainability and

s.'oc.ial.c'hange. These sessions not only
broadened my horizons buj_.alsd ignited
a passion for lifelong learning .and
personal growth. '

| still carry with me the lessons learned
and memories cherished from my time
as a Xavierite. To my fellow Xavierite’s,
past and present, | extend my heartfelt
thanks for the camaraderie, support,
and memories shared along the way. As
| bid farewell to the familiar corridors
and bell chimes of our alma mater, |
carry with me the spirit of Xavierite
pride, forever grateful for the journey
that has shaped me into the person | am
today.

And to the current Xavierite’'s walking
these halls, | leave you with this:

(No offence to Biology Enthusiasts. |
tried finding an analogy to this but in
vain)

Remember, life is like a maths
problem—sometimes you'll find
yourself stuck in a tricky equation,
but with perseverance and a dash
of creativity, you'll always find a
solution.
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RAKSHIT PAVAGADHI

PURSUING FIRST YEAR B. TECH
(COMPUTER ENGINEERING)

Utilizing VOX letters to maintain
connections with my fellow junior
Xavierite’s fills me with immense joy
and gratitude. The renowned wisdom
of Sun Tzu, encapsulated in the
proverb “A journey of a thousand

miles begins with a single step,”
resonates deeply with me as | reflect
on my sentiments.

W Vikram Sarabhai Centenary
National Scig

The most significant strides in my
journey- the tentative steps into St.
Xavier’'s Gandhinagar- marked the
beginning of my quest towards self-
improvement. | was blessed with the
opportunity to attend St. Xavier’s, a
beacon of educational excellence in the
constituency of Gandhinagar. Yet,
reminiscing about the daily assemblies,
spirited sports days, engaging debates
and the privilege of zero periods
plunges me into a nostalgic reverie. |
owe my teachers an immeasurable debt
of gratitude for laying the foundation
upon which my academic and personal
achievements stand.

BATCH - 2023

| studied at St. Xavier’s for class 9th
and 10th(2019-2021). Currently, | am a
first year engineering student, pursuing

my B. Tech. in Computer Science and
Engineering at Pandit Deendayal Energy
University (PDEU).

Commuting to school transformed from
a mere routine into a rich experience,
while engaging in extracurricular
activities further fortified the foundation
of my career and personality. Yet, as |
reflect on the profound impact of my

education, | struggle to encapsulate its
full extent. Despite my efforts to
articulate the ways in which my

schooling has shaped me, | find myself
unable to fully convey its depth and
significance.
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has been a
filled with

school
journey,

My time at
transformative
enriching experiences and long-lasting
memories. The facilities provided at
the school were top-notch, catering to

both academic and extracurricular
pursuits. Every resource was at my
disposal to nurture my learning
journey.

The teachers and staff played an
instrumental role in shaping my
educational voyage. Their dedication,
expertise and unwavering support
fostered an environment conducive to
growth and exploration. Beyond
academics, they served as mentors,
guiding me through challenges and
celebrating my triumphs.

There are plenty of sports facilities
available. The playground was a hub of
energy, where students engaged in
various sports activities like cricket,
football, basketball and athletics.
These activities not only promoted
physical health but also instilled
teamwork and discipline.

The school organizes a___pletﬁ'ora of
activities, wherein students get plenty
of opportunities ensuring a holistic
development for every student. From
sports tournaments to cultural events,
there was something for everyone.
Debates, quizzes, art and science
exhibitions encouraged me to
showcase my talents and expand my
horizons.

During my time in 9th grade, | had the
privilege of representing my school at
the: state-level science project
competition hosted by the Institute of
Plasma Research (IPR). Among
participants from various districts, |
showcased my Hydroponics project,
meticulously prepared under the
guidance of my science teacher, Shaila
Joshi mam. Gratefully, my project
secured the second prize, marking a
notable achievement in my educational
journey. This success was not mine
alone, but a testament to the

unwavering support and opportunities
provided by my teachers.
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Every year, St. Xavier’'s students
eagerly participate in the STEM Quiz, a
prestigious event organized by the
Department of Science and
Technology (DST) under the
Government of Gujarat. This annual
tradition not only fosters a spirit of
healthy competition but also highlights
the school’s commitment to promoting
scientific inquiry and innovation.
Moreover, it underscores the proactive
role of our teachers at St. Xavier’s,
who consistently offer opportunities
for students to engage in such
competitions. With their unwavering
support and guidance, students are
not only encouraged but also
empowered to showcase their talents
and pursue their interests in various
academic areas.

Concluding, my time at St. Xavier’s has
been nothing short of remarkable. It
has equipped me with not just
knowledge, but also inevitable life
skills and friendships that | will cherish
forever. As | embark on the next
chapter of my journey, | carry with me

the lessons learned and ' memories

cherished from my alma matter.

The next generation of St. Xavier’s
students will undoubtedly inherit a rich
legacy, but their true pride will stem
from their ability to carve out their own
paths while staying grounded in reality.
Together, let us nurture a generation of
Xavierite’s who will not only uphold the
school’s illustrious heritage but also
redefine it with their own unique
contributions. At the end, | would like
to wish good luck to all the students
and may all their dreams come true!!

“Ideas are cheap.

Execution is
valuable”.

k’/\
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